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     C. Press the horn for a good long while. Make sure everyone knows 
that it should be their top priority to let you zoom by. Do not allow any 
other driver or pedestrian to think they have any right-of-way. It just 
spoils them. I don’t know why they make this test so easy.

69. The visibility is poor in a foggy day, so (  ) while 
driving the motor vehicle.
    A. overtaking is strictly forbidden
    B. overtaking is permitted
    C. The horn must be pressed while overtaking
     B. Why waste the horn? Surely they can see something as big as my 
car/truck/van.

70. Entering the safety island ring road one should 
drive in (  ) direction.
    A. anticlockwise
    B. clockwise
    C. either
    They did not seem to offer the correct answer option which would 
have been,
    D. any damnwise you please. Cutting straight across oncoming 
traffic seems to be the most common choice and hey, it usually gets 
you across and also saves time.

71. While overtaking a parking motor vehicle, one 
should
    A. speed up and overtake
    B. slow down and press the horn watching carefully
    C. stop to watch and then overtake
    This was kind of a toughy. A seems pretty popular. But if you stop 
to watch, using the time to dial up some numbers on your phone then 
goose it just as they have their front end jutting out, pressing the 
horn repeatedly as you go by, and describe the look on their face to 
the person you’ve reached on the phone, that adds a bit of fun to the 
driving day.

75. While passing the dangerous road along the 
mountains, one should drive carefully. If the brake 
suddenly conks, then the driver shall (  ) to reduce 
the loss.
    A. jump out of the motor vehicle
    B. switch off the motor vehicle immediately
    C. Change to lower gear immediately.
    First B, then A or just A if time is an issue. Which explains the 
vehicles I often see stopped randomly on narrow mountain roads with 
no apparent driver.
    When I see drivers on busy highways stopped in the middle I used 
to feel so bad for them because I thought their cars had “conked.” But 

not to worry. They were just either talking on their mobile or consulting 
a map. In China, the world is just one big parking lot.

84. When moving the dangerous narcose or the 
asphyxia wounded person (   )
    A. should use latericumbent lying position 
    B. should use supine position
    C. should use prostration position
    This one I had to use the dictionary on during the brief time I studied 
the manual.
    Narcose: must have something to do with narcotics
    Asphyxia: body being deprived of oxygen leading to unconsciousness 
or death
    Supine: lying face upwards
    Prostrate: lying stretched out with one’s face downward
    latericumbent:  the word doesn’t exist except in the driver’s manual. 
    I looked this one up in the manual. The correct answer is C. Well, 
OK, if you say so. I’m thinking though, that unless they are completely 
unconscious or actually dead, they might fight to turn around and open 
their airwaves if they are asphyxia wounded so they don’t suffocate. 
Probably best to have someone help you hold them face down. Maybe 
that’s what latericumbent means. This probably would be a good time 
for you and your helper to take a few narcotics and get a bit “narcose”. 
This sounds harrowing for all concerned. 

87. If there are too many injured needed to be sent 
to hospital in critical accidents, you should send (    ) 
to the hospital first.
    A. Those whose wounds are bigger
    B. Those who has been fractured
   C. Those who are under the state of coma, hemorrhage, 
hard in breathing and those whose internal organs such as 
intestines, etc. have been deviated.
    What has been fractured is the English, so I chose B, but upon 
reflection, I think if I saw deviant intestines, etc. I’d hop them right 
over to the hospital.

88. While overtaking, if the motor vehicle ahead 
does not slow down you should (  )
    A. overtake by force
    B. stop overtaking; keep the safety distance away from the 
motor vehicle ahead
    C. press the horn & overtake by speeding up
    Definitely C, and honk madly, then gesture rudely when passing.- 
they should be taught not to mess with you. A. is only an option if you 
happen to have a gun on you, or are traveling with the military.

    Then it was time to correctly identify signs. The one that 
looks like a lazy Z & indicates a “reverse turn”. Guess that’s 

what  the  d r i ve rs  who rea l i ze 
they’ve taken the wrong off-ramp 
are doing; reverse turning as fast 
as they can backwards straight 
into the oncoming cars. OK. Traffic 
mystery cleared up and there’s 
even a sign for it. Guess I just 
never noticed.
    Some of the language and 
signage was a bit confusing, I’ll 
admit. To help those who plan to 
take the test I offer the following:

   Sign: “ROAD SECTION 
WITH POSSIBLE ACCIDENT 

OCCURENCEOCCURENCE
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    Must mean anywhere in this section at any time. Good to know.

    Sign : EQUITATION  
    Something to do with math or horses.

    Sign: N OVERTAKING LIFTED  
    Huh?

    Sign: HORN RINGING  
    Even if it’s not New Years apparently.

   Sign: INTERSECTION GUIDE LINE FOR MAIN ROAD 
INTERSECT OF BRANCH INTERSECTION 
   Way too much for me to comprehend. I guessed on that one.

    Sign: Ditto on, SET UP EXAMPLE OF COMBINED RAISED 
ROADS AND COATING 
    Am I Einstein? Another guess. 

    Sign: WEAK SUBGRADE
    If I knew what a subgrade was, what should I do about it? Try to 
strengthen it? Feel sorry for it? Call it a sissy subgrade?

    Sign: CONIC TRAFFIC  
    Sounds a bit Star-Trekky.

    Sign: MAKE A ROUND TO THE LEFT 
    Means go around to the left

    Sign: ANNULAR INTERSECTION
   Either something yearly or something anal. Perhaps it ’s a hospital 
sign for those who must have a colonoscopy yearly.

    One sign features a ball of yarn and needles and means “No 
Knitting”.
    I couldn’t agree more. I find I’m not nearly as good a driver as I 
could be when I’m knitting. 
    
    Conks probably means conks out

    Dipped lights means low beams

   Vehicle being dragged means towed. (A vehicle in drag would be quite 
the sight, I’m thinking.)

    Regarding horns, they are pressed, pushed and rung. Never honked.

    That this manual was the result of a committee goes 
without saying.
    It is my sincere hope that this is useful for those who 
would like to drive here or just are wondering, “Just exactly 
what are the rules of the road here?”
    Keeping a positive attitude is an absolute must whilst in 
traffic in China. If you think of it as an adventure akin to 
skydiving with half a parachute, you’ll soon relish the thrill of 
it all.
    There is one other thing that may be disconcerting at first 
and is not covered in the instruction manual. Drivers will not 
turn on their lights until it is pitch black. Most, but not all, car, 
truck, and bus drivers will at that time, but no motorcycles, 
scooters, bicycles or tricycle vehicles ever will. When I was 
fresh off the boat I asked why. Well, in truth I screamed, 
“WHY?” I was told it was to save on the battery. Oh. So now 
you know, too.
    The manual ends with the observation, “The violating 
behaviors of people who are involved in transportation are the 
main reason for accidents” and, by golly it is pretty hard to 
argue with that. So enjoy the E Ride that is China’s traffic and 
don’t be a sissy-pants. It will cultivate the thrill-seeker in you, 
and believe it or not, you actually do stop saying, “What the 
“!%&^*#?????” after a while.
    By the way, I failed by one point. Wonder which one?■


